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"Whereas reason requiers, that those vices, tohwdmy nation dothe naturally inclyne,
should be restrayned by seveare lawes, those afolonia barbarous cruelty and
lubricity, thys last being as common as the first."

From: Sir George Carew, A Relation of the Stat®olonia and the united Provinces
of that Crown anno 1598.
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"One, however, of the Slav Peoples, the Poles,damorry exception. Violence and intolerance Hefte
their mark on its history."

From: Danilewsky, Russia and Europe.
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From: "Manchester Guardian" of December 12, 198gression of Ukrainians. Methods of Middle Agegved by
Poles." Special Report from Lemberg (East Galicia).
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From: Richard Roepell: Geschichte Polens, Bd. &mHurg 1840.
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From: Georg Forster: Forsters Briefe, I., p. 467.
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"Why cannot we act like the Spaniards? Let every who is fit take up arms and march on the eneray. L
the women, the boys and the old men murder at hoh@never an enemy soldier is billeted with them.
When their troops march through the town throwihgiwater and stones from the windows. Destroy him
where you find him! Hide all food from him. Out the lines our glorious Polish army will deal witretn!

-- We shall see whether our foes, all three of theith stand up to us, even for a few months, on loaly
Polish soil. No, not even that long will they haldt. Those that will escape our weapons will runtfe
frontier.”
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From: D'Etchegoyen, Olivier: Pologne, Pologne Paris 1925.
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"A wave of terror is sweeping Poland at this verymment. The Press can hardly breathe a word bedause
is gagged. A police regime with all its horrors atedwild measures of oppression strangles the tcpun
The prisons of the Republic to-day hold more th@0®political criminals who are maltreated by their
jailers, humiliated and beaten up with belts andkst The life they have to stand is such that snyn
prisons the inmates prefer death to the slow teritfticted upon them."
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From: Protest against the terrorisation of minesitin Poland submitted by French
politicians and men of letters, 1924.

More than 58,000

Dead and Missing
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The amount of material on atrocities was so greatoarender it
sworn statements in all cases. Some are printetthdin original

impossible to print the full text thie
version. Others refer to the deasiv

position, as narrated by the eye-witnesses. Fosdh@e reason it was decided to omit the histoijnafss

suffered by minority Germans, due to their serimjigries received

during the marches they wereddno

make through Poland. All this collection of factsstored in the Protestant Deaconess Hospital sérPo
and in the German Military Field Hospital and Mupad Hospital in Bromberg, and is open to any farth
investigation. Only a selection of the copious plgoaphic material is used in this book. All the dments
and proofs used in this collection of material fezl in the respective central offices in Berlin.
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Even in the spring of 1939 it became quite cleat the change in Poland's foreign policy was being
definitely advanced and guided by two forces. Polblic opinion, influenced by the Government's
toleration of anti-German propaganda, was imbueth vein unparalleled feeling of hatred against
everything German. Any statement or expressionapeng to the daily life of the German minority was
considered as an hostile act against the Polige Stal in consequence the extermination of everytbf
German origin was put forward as a national dutywas evident that the restraint of the German
Government towards this degeneration of hatred rfdsvaninority Germans was regarded by the Polish
authorities as an expression of weakness. Thisufageror was the underlying motive for the vehemen
attacks on Germany which expressed themselves passioned demands for the annexation of German
territory, and reached their climax in the ridiausgodisplay of megalomania, as displayed in a denfand
the River Elbe as a boundary necessary to Polisbnah requirements. The Polish Government gaveea f
hand to the perpetrators of such bellicose dematistr of annexation, as well as to the miscreahects

of violence against the German minority in the V¥asiprovinces, who were in their turn aided andtade

by the provincial authorities. The responsibiligr fthis feverish atmosphere was hereby placed en th
shoulders of the Polish Government. This finallguleed in moral chaos in towns and in the country,
accompanied by indiscriminate murders of thousasfddefenceless and innocent minority Germans by
Polish soldiers and armed civilians.

The question arose as to how the Polish Governomant allow such a dangerous sentiment to develop i
the country and to such an extent as to permibher citizens of German origin to be surrenderethto
lowest class of Polish degenerates, whose very farstmnurder made them ignore constitution, law,
morality and humaneness. Furthermore how couldoresple Polish rulers allow themselves to be
manoeuvred deeper and deeper into a conditiomegdarable tension with Germany, without accounting



State or people for the inevitable consequencesnofirmed conflict with Germany? The answer to this
leads to the second force which influenced Polancthfoutside and allowed Poland to believe that all
further consideration towards the German minorityhe Reich could be dropped. This force was Emjlan
was the guarantee of assistance given by the B@®vernment to Poland, and the British activeurfice

to use Poland as a pawn to stimulate the Britigtire@lement policy so thoroughly as to kindle theedi of
war -- a war which had been prepared long beforghand was intentional, and which actually broke ou
in connection with Danzig and the Corridor. As Eagl was guaranteeing this diabolical scheme, Warsaw
was of the opinion that no moderation or considenabf action as to avoiding overdoing anything was
necessary. England had guaranteed the integri®olaind! The British promise of assistance to Polzau
provided the latter with the role of a politicalttesing ram. Since then, and conscious of thisafdlhad
permitted herself to challenge the Reich in evenyceivable way and, in her delusions, even dredrat o
"victorious battle before the gates of Berlin." Ha@ British war clique not continually urged Palanto

an obstinate resistance towards the Reich, andithaot been for Britain's promises, of which shé fe
perfectly sure, it is very doubtful whether Polamduld ever have allowed things to go so far, am#ke

the signal for the removal of Germans in the eyffeBadish military and civilians equivalent to a s& for

the murder and bestial butchery of German people (1
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Without the blank cheque given by Great BritainRoland the latter would never have so frivolously
rejected the unique offer for compromise made ey Fihrer, as was made public in his speech in the
Reichstag on April 28, 1939, or would Poland evavéhstarted her war machinery or opened the doors t
the Provincial governors' policy of exterminatiointibe German minority. The German minority in Palan
had long since been gagged and deprived of aligi#).
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Thousands of German enterprises and independemaBeusinesses had been systematically destroyed
by cancellation of orders, boycott, by taxes rigmig calculated and even more vigorously applied,
withdrawal of concessions, confiscation, and tHasad of permits for the purchase of land. Innurbkra
German workmen and employees, for the greatergddrand trusted hands, were made victims of mass
dismissals, based on political race discriminatiang were driven from their normal areas of workl an
reduced to a condition of absolute penury with tmdhier means of existence. The one-sided applicatio
the Agrarian Reform Laws and the regulations gowerrrontier zones forced old established German
settlers to emigrate. German church services wstarded, German newspapers were seized one haéer t
other; and the use of the German language was mmeuiessible either in the street, in shops or reatas.
Germans were attacked in the open country, in th@&ines and on their farms. From May 1939 onwards
prohibition orders and punishments literally hailddwn upon them. The closing down of schools,
kindergartens, libraries and German clubs, theietitton of cooperatives, cultural and charitableistes,

and the personal threat to each individual, in@dds an unimaginable degree, quite contrary taittds

of the German minority as guaranteed by the Cautistit.

THE POLISH POLICY OF ATROCITY
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(1) Murder of Sieg (Sd. Is. Bromberg 819/39).
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(2) Eye-witnesses' statements on the murder cak@Kgdler in Kardorf (Sd. Is. Posen 42/39) crimimabceedings
against Jan Lewandowski (Sd. K. Ls. Bromberg 85/39)
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(1) The declaration of the 17 year-old Pole, Berdhidokoczynski, interrogated and
condemned for serious breach of the peace by tleeiadpcourt of Bromberg, on
September 27, 1939 (Sd. K. Ls. Bromberg, 24/3%; the was ordered to hunt up
minority Germans repeats itself several times endttempts at justification made by the
Poles convicted of murder or complicity. The muesteror accomplices relied therefore
on instructions. This establishment of fact is paravith the attitude of nearly all the
murderers and the accomplices, who based theioradtimly and decisively on the
grounds that the Germans had started shootingthatdhat was why measures had been
taken against them. For this assertion no proof bvasght forward in any single case.
The unanimity of this assertion points conclusividythe fact that it must have been
issued by a central office as a definite basisctiba.
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(3) There were 3 kinds of warrants of arrest -- :Hed arrest and house search, Pink:
Internment (supposed to have been applicable patlg to German nationals), Yellow:
evacuation from a place of residence with traveimpeto definite location in Central or
East Poland, as prescribed by the Mayor. As aalliihese colours were treated with the
same severity, i. e. those distinguished by thel ffykllow evacuation warrants" were
treated in the same way as those abducted in matoider police control (Photographic
copies of the warrants of arrest in the archive$RK.486/8. 39).
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(1) According to definite proof, the oldest man oened was the 86-year-old Peter
Rieriast of Ciechocinek and the youngest victim twe and a half month old infant

Gisela Rosenau of Lochowo, who died of hunger entiteast of her murdered mother.
The greatest number by far of the Minority Germah® were beaten to death or shot is
represented by the members of the German Assati@tibich was approved according



to statute by the Polish Government) as well ambybers of the Young German Party.
In the case of the inclusion of victims in the t8isit was principally the most esteemed
citizens of German descent who were subject to @fctgolence, but smallholders who
were absolutely harmless politically, and unemptbygerman workmen and invalids
were also murdered without exception.
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(3) So far it has not been possible to come taal ftonclusion as to the extraordinary
number of minority Germans killed in these marcheajumns or the number of the
columns themselves. It is probable that at least @lumn was put together in every
district town of Posen and West Prussia.
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CASES OF TYPICAL ATROCITIES
[p. 39]
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As proof of the baseness with which Polish soldé&rd armed civilians went against minority
Germans in the September days of 1939, we puldiigiei following an eye-witness's account
based on a statement made on oath by Sister Scbomidérning the events in the German
children's home in Bromberg.

Though no act of murder was committed in this dasefact that the search was repeated four
times at short intervals on the ground of perstseamd completely unfounded assertion that
weapons were hidden in the children's home, spfeakiself.

On the "Blood Sunday" five searches in all were engdthe German children's home in
the Thorner Strasse in Bromberg. At about 7 a.nmo ®wlish soldiers arrived and
demanded admittance. They searched the house fgone and departed after having
convinced themselves of the uselessness of thiémad hese soldiers were quite polite.
At about 9.30 a second search was made by sixhPsiisliers. They knocked at the door
with their rifle-butts and demanded entrance witlhcmnoise and abuse. One of them put
his pistol at the temple of Sister Olga, the hehathe children's home. Asserting that a
machine-gun was in the home and had just been, firey demanded from Sister Olga
that the weapons should be handed over. She rgpldhere were no weapons in the
home and left it to them to make a search if treewished. The second party also had to
leave without finding any weapons, after they haohgletely searched through the home
and smashed in containers, which could not beyeapiéned. In the course of the late



forenoon, when the children were just sitting ddanlunch, the third search took place
by four to five Polish soldiers, accompanied byray civilians. Some of these soldiers
had already taken part in the previous search.sbliiers demanded to see the machine-
gun, again asserting that fire had been opened fh@rhome; one of them pointed his
bayonet at the chest of the sister. Sister Olgaaeglied that she had no weapons. One
of the soldiers, whom the sister took to be anceffi declared: "But we have been told
that shots have just been fired from here." Thaddieys who already took part in the
previous search confirmed to the sister that in faothing was upstairs”. However, the
Pole Maximilian Gackowski, who was the only ciwvliavho had followed the soldiers
into the hall, kept on shouting in between: "Bubtshhave been fired, | have seen it
myself." He shouted at Sister Schmidt: "You oldakjtyou old woman, you and your
breed should have gone long ago.”" He also addedctiuld do as | wished, you would
no longer be alive, | should have killed you lorgpd In saying so he brandished a
weapon, which the sister took to be a steel switthiront of her face. Gackowski had
this time no luck with the soldiers, on the contrdiney left the home.

In the early afternoon, at about 3 o'clock, thetsearch was made by about five soldiers
and five civilians, among the latter again beingkaavski. The leader of this Squad
ordered all the inmates, consisting of three sséed 18 children aged from 2 to 18, to
line up with raised hands. Gackowski also on tlkisagion repeated his previous abuse
and repeatedly asserted that shots had been foedthe home, and demanded to see the
machine gun. He also dragged in an alleged witwéss he said, was going to state on
oath that shots had just been fired. Whilst thdiead searched the home, one of them
remained in front of Sister Olga with his bayor@@ackowski took part in the search.
When this squad had also not found anything, hiadsat "They work during the day, but
at night they have men with them, and smoke citgsel have seen it myself; and at
night they shoot." This squad was leaving the homiien a man was brought in from the
direction of the Rifle Club and of whom it was alsserted that he had fired. Gackowski
was the first who took up this assertion and apgred the man. After this fourth search
the sisters discovered that small valuables, sa@ister Olga's watch, were missing. The
last search in the house took place in the eveatiagpout 5.30, and again soldiers and
civilians took part. The leader of this squad apphed Sister Olga with levelled rifle,
and threatened to shoot her. At this moment oriben$isters who had been sent to the
station to assist in the work of clearing up, reédr to the home followed by a batch of
soldiers and civilians. On returning home, thisesisvas covered from head to foot with
dirt, as she had to clean the railway track astagon. At the instigation of Gackowski,
who was again one of the party, a railway workelaled that the engine oil on the
hands and the dress of the sister originated fromaehine-gun. Also on this search
Gackowski incited the soldiers continually with geesertion that shots had been fired. In
point of fact, however, neither were any weaponfiénhome, nor had any shots been
fired from there.
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Witness Wilhelm Starke. Director of the Vereinsbamkissa, deposed on oath as
follows:
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Military Court of the Air District Staff 3.
Bromberg, Sept. 16, 1939

Present:
Judge Advocate Dr. Waltzog, acting as Judge.

Gunner Endlich specially engaged as Secretary.
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(signed) Dr. Waltzog (signed) Endlich, Gunner
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The fatal march of about 150 minority Germans t&ckinear Brzoza
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(1) The supplement has not been printed here.

were beaten with rifle butts, whilst passing a lafiebout 8 yards. With raised hands we
stood about one hour against a wall, after our ptsckad been searched. After that a
group of about 100 persons, mostly well-known emtig of the town, were driven out into
the street and, under guard, we had to go througibanzig-Elisabeth Strasse up to the
barracks at the station all the time with raiseddsa On the way the beasts threatened us
with swords, daggers and axes; they spat on useaidus -the poor boys could hardly go
farther. There were several of these boys amondnusbe riding-stable a platform was
erected; "All come up here"-we were the first. Eherere still more coming-in-many
fathers with their sons, and, at last, when it geiting dark, there were about 400 of us.
They were all calm, quiet, but with courage in thejes. A sudden enervation set in only
when an intelligent man of about 20 years movedstps away from us. He was pushed
back with a bayonet, when he called out "Heil Hit .,"--a sharp report, and he fell to the
ground, hit in the body. His legs, which still moyavere fastened to a stretcher and he
was carried out, whilst filthy abuse was used. Taesudden command "Those to report
who carry military papers." The papers were takemfus--"you can call for them to-
morrow at the Commissions' Office." A section of were called out to load up
ammunition--these were the few lucky ones, bec#lusenajority of them are still alive
to-day. We others were put together and had to ftmaut on the Kujawier Strasse to
Brzoza. Very soon on the way the old men, who tbsir breath, were stabbed with
bayonets, and some were murdered. Shortly-beyoadaivn "Halt" was commanded;
we were forced to give a cheer for Poland, and we@mgo home. The group had hardly
got as far as No. 40 to 60, Kujawier Strasse, wdtests were fired at us from the front
and the rear. Many of us were murdered in a bestainer Driven together, we were
now only about 150 and were dragged off furthermbgonvoy. | covered my boys and
was stabbed with a bayonet in the right upper thigiose who could not run and sat
down, were knocked down with the butt, because aft®ut two hours the Lieutenant
forbade shooting because of the loud reports. Bemiestone No. 10 we had to go 2
miles to the left into the wood and were penned atow, miserable, open cow stable; it
was 5 o'clock Monday morning. We were terrifiedfital that only 44 of us were left;



frightful thirst and hunger tortured us all. My sbieinz was examined every hour five
steps ahead of us, as to whether | or others hed én Polish soldiers. He defended us
all rather-efficiently in the Polish language unaey guidance, which | could at times
whisper to him, because he was permitted to corok tzaus, and he succeeded at last,
through his engaging manners, to soften the heéittse brutal Polish soldiers. A horror
lamed us all, however, when Heinz whispered tchas they were sending for petrol and
were going to burn us, that however the childrenldde allowed to go home. However,
they did not find any petrol. We were suddenly edlbut and were given coffee and a
small biscuit. We will be left alive, was what wew all hoped, but During, a turner,
whispered in my ear: "this is the farewell mealé proved to be right; at 7.30 soldiers
came running in, wildly shouting: "line up, threkyou at a time." Silently the first three
went out, a sharp report-and they had died foroountry. This was repeated six times.
Heinz courageously went to the hole and beggedhtaatnd his brother Horst should be
spared; he was stabbed with a bayonet throughighé shoulder; "Again three out” |
counted the steps, they were ten to twelve, angllihd been murdered. Now Heinz told
me that the corporal had said it was a waste ofl gaotridges, the rest should be stabbed
to death. "Ah-my God!" could now only be heard. $&avho were not quiet received the
dull deadly butt blows. Now we three were nextyréherere five behind us, who would
not go out and firmly held on for dear life. We went hand-in-hand, but were pushed
aside to the left. Two soldiers, corporals, tookdhof us and pushed us a few steps
ahead; they were the two robbers whom Heinz clgveat told during the day that we
carried many valuables and much money on us. We tjgam all we had and they began
to quarrel about the distribution. We utilized tmement and ran off. At night, always in
front of Polish machine-guns: we found no sleeper€éhwas no end to our wandering
about; it was Monday night. Heinz was bandaged itp & piece of my shirt. We were
only in our shirts, our shoes had been kicked aff feet during the run in Bromberg. It
became disastrous on Wednesday night-we saw mditgrgnin our vicinity, ran on to
two battery-positions, and continually had to evddeger. "Is it not better to die?" asked
Horst. Our tongues were swollen and quite white, ltps thick and encrusted. Rescue
arrived: heavy dew lay on the low fir trees, weegli¢y licked it off and ate a frog. "More
delicious than wine" said Heinz, and we had Horsbwad said farewell to life, back to
life again. Wednesday night was. quite dry and r@ame deadly hunger. Heinz said
suddenly: "I have saved a small piece of breadttbsitwe shall not eat until five minutes
before our death-then we shall still live for a fédwurs" and this indeed is what
happened. On the forenoon of Thursday we contipunaét military, but were too weak
to recognize what it was. At 2 o'clock we were @i@erive could see our German soldiers
ahead of us and ran up to a Captain. Coffee an@ $wandy put new life into us, and a
delicious pea soup and bacon gave us back ouriw@lty Two hours later we entered
relieved Bromberg with a glorious feeling and weo®n in the arms of my wife and
mother who still could not grasp that such a meaxlreunion could have happened.
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In the hours of the forenoon of September 3, 188%tccused Kazimir Dybowski, Paul
Kinczewski and Peter Pijarowski, accompanied bgrgd number of unknown Polish
civilians, and several Polish soldiers with fixea/bnets, paraded through fipe 40]

Albert Strasse in Bromberg. Whilst Dybowski carreednife in his hand, Kinczewski
and Pijarowski were armed with an axe and chopgsgectively. When the gang get to
24 Albert Strasse, in which house the witness HeMatthes, a minority German has a
large joinery, they stormed the house led by Kimeste, whereby Kinczewski asserted to
witness Biermann, who, being an air raid warders passing through the entrance hall,
that Matthes had fired on Polish military. All pestations of Biermann that this was
incorrect could not prevent the mob from forcingitlway into the yard, where Matthes
had hidden himself in a drying room with his wilfés two sons, aged 13 and 15, and his
72 year old mother. The door leading to this rooas Vecked. When, at Kinczewski's
call to "Come out" the door remained locked, hepdynbook an axe and smashed the
door in. Thereupon the wife, Ella Matthes, with tveo sons and her mother-in-law
appeared in the door-way, whilst Herbert Matthesaieed in hiding for the moment.
Frau Matthes informed the members of the gang laadaldiers that her husband was no
longer present and that she did not know his witengs. On Kinczewski declaring that
in that case he would take away the two sons as¢wes, Matthes showed himself in
order to save his children. It is only due to thet that Biermann stepped in between at
the last moment that the stroke of the axe whiatckewski directed at Matthes missed
him. Previous to this Pijarowski had already theeatl the 72 year old Selma Matthes
with his chopper, and Dybowski had threatened httr s knife, without however
hurting her. Matthes and his two sons were finiat/away by the Polish soldiers.
Matthes and his sons were able to save themsejvescaping on the way, when the



Polish soldiers quarrelled over the distributiorthad valuables taken from Matthes, and

neglected to guard them (1).

Source: Sd. K Ls. Bromberg 22/39
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(1) Details of this incident in previous document.
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After the German military marched into Bromberg Turesday, | took an N. C. O. with
me to my farm, because | wished to see how thiogkdd there. It was a frightful sight.
My son-in-law had been taken off the sofa. They teyjged him into the kitchen up to
and under the kitchen table. The head was spétcthnium was missing altogether and
the brain was no longer in the head. Parts of thentand blood adhered to the kitchen

wall . ..



My son Reinhard Giese had also been with us ircéflar; he was 19 years old. When he
saw that my son-in-law had been shot dead he toedscape, and he succeeded in
getting over the fence into the neighbour's prgpdrhey ran after him, caught him and

shot him dead. | brought the body of my son in®wash house in the evening. He had
been shot in the chest.

Another son of mine, Friedrich Giese, 25 years a¢d,said to have been shot in
Hopfengarten together with his whole family, to wihbe had fled.

Source: WR |
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Witness Paul Sikorski deposed on oath as follows:

Re person:Myname is Paul Sikorski, 35yeh age, Catholic, merchant. | claim to
be a minority German, domiciled in Bromberg, at dligrstrasse.

Re matter: On Sunday, Sept. 3, 1939, attaba. m. | went to the mill to switch off
the light and to stop the turbine. On the way tHesaddenly heard loud cries from the
railway embankment. At a distance of about 100 ydrdaw below the embankment a
group of railwaymen, civilians and military beatisgven persons aged from 20 to 60
years with bayonets, rifle butts and cudgels. Thagl surrounded their victims. | ran
nearer and heard them shout in Polish "Kill then@ars.” | saw the blood spurting, even
at that distance. | turned however when | notided the horde wished to spring on me. |
returned at 9 o'clock and inspected the corpsetwOmf them the eyes had been gouged
with bayonets. The orbits were empty and there evdg a bloody mass. In the case of
three bodies the skull had been opened and the lanaia yard distant from the corpse.
The other corpses were entirely bashed. One dbdldées was entirely slit open. Two of
the murdered were known to me, they were Leichritbutcher of Jagershof, and Herr
Schlicht.

In the afternoon, between 3 and 4 o'clock, a gwfugoldiers with railwaymen came to
my mill, Peterson's mill, and brought 18 Germanthwihem. They were bound together
in pairs. | had an exact view of them from my gardéhe whole 18 of them were then
shot down, two at a time. They then struck themlevthey were lying on the ground.
Amongst the victims were a 14 year old boy, andoanan. Evidently everything had to
be done quickly on this occasion, because theynalled off immediately. | carefully
inspected the corpses afterwards; they were toerthifee days.
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Witness Christa Gollnick of Bromberg, 101 Kujawi&irasse, deposed on oath as
follows:

saw our ! ! ! #
- I
(
" % (
2 ( %
! 1
% "o $ " %
$ " % " % $ %
! 1
!
$ %
% ! %
3!
! - % , - %
wony % " "
" g "
"0 1
9 1
C* %
$ D %
B (
(0;1 '& ™00 !'% * | % #10

Murder of Bettin

On September 3, 1939, the so-called "Bromberg Bi&uhday", a horde of Polish
bandits forced their way into the premises ownethieyBettin family at 76
Frankenstrasse in Bromberg. The Bettins heardahegbeing smashed in from the
outside and thereupon opened the door. They wereutside with raised arms and had



to kneel down. Witness Bettin was wearing a Swastihich fell out of her blouse. This
was cause for the crowd which consisted of somesParimed with revolvers and hay
forks, and one man with an axe, wildly to abusewtiiress. Expressions such as "Hitler
brat” "Hitler swine" "We will butcher you" fell fnrm the crowd. She was then led away
by two Poles, one of whom was the railway offi@aliski. Thereby she was roughly
handled and actually thrown from the yard. On tlag Wwer arm was pulled and she was
threatened with a cudgel. At the corner of Bolit3élasse she was handed over to two
other Poles, a Post Office official dressed aslagrman, and a railway man. Bruski said
"Here is one of your Hitler brats.” In the afterndezetween 4 and 5 o'clock she was freed
by a Polish officer. When she reached home[ighé5] found that only her mother and
sister-in-law were still present; hiather and her brother had also been dragged ayay b
the Polish gang. The brother was found murderecedone later, her father has since
been missing, and has apparently-also been murdered
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On the "Blood Sunday," several minority Germans atblish woman, whom we had
asked to come in for our protection, were in owrd® My husband would be 62 years
old today. In the forenoon, at about 11 o'clock, tob came through our street.
Amongst the crowd were the Weyna brothers, whodpposite to us in the Raddatz'
house, and the accused Owczaczak. One of the WWegtieers was armed. After a while
| heard my husband in the adjacent room tellinghmusehold help Goede that
Owczaczak was pointing to our house. Immediatdbratirds he came over to me and



said: "Oh God! that mob is coming into our housewiNve must die." He declared that
we would die together. Immediately afterwards tharimcluding a soldier forced its
way into our house. The soldier ordered my huslzentime to lie down on the carpet.
We did so. Then he fired. My husband was killedan#dy. As a second shot was not
fired as | had expected, | raised myself somewhdtreticed that my hands were
reddened by the blood of my husband. Then, agll"say God," | was pushed up and led
away with other persons who had sought protectiayur house. On the way we were
abused, beaten and kicked. As we passed the slieebsh civilian tried to drag me up
the canal with the words: "You damned Hitler b {-succeeded however in tearing
myself free. | was then taken to the Police statidmere | was received with such a
violent kick that | was thrown against a woodencten/Ne were then forced to lie down
at full length in the police station yard. Theyledlto us: "Lie down here like cattle, you
b ----- ... German dogs!" There were continuoundw victims arriving, who had been
beaten until blood was drawn, and who groaned paih. | would add that my boy of 12
years of age was lying alongside of me. There wasimual shooting into the police
station yard from adjacent houses and from thectiline of the sluices, several Germans
were hit. These men were then taken away. Whetlegrwere dead | do not know. After
about 7 hours | was released with my 12 year otdasothe entry of a Polish police
official.
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| confirm the correctness of these statements efed to the oath | already took in this
matter on Sept. 11, 1939, before the special éoBtomberg.

Concluded:

B B L Ls. Bromberg 2/39
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At the police station | was ill-treated by blowstire face and kicks. At night we were
transferred to the Government House. There | hiemrdcreams of the ill-treated and
noticed that about 200 dead and wounded were thiege. Part of the procedure was to
tell those Germans who had just been interrog&iatihey could go. When, however,
they walked down the staircase, they were shot fsemnd or knocked with rifle butts
and thrown down the stairs. In particular, | sapregnant woman being bayonetted from
behind; the bayonet was then withdrawn by pladregfoot on the woman's body, and
she was then pushed down the stairs; where sheheaslead. A certain Roberschewski,
a higher police official, who was known here as'tB®odhound of Bromberg", and who
has since fled, repeatedly said, when the screath®se interrogated under torture
became too loud and a hand siren was soundedjmpatta small dog running aimlessly
about: "What's that dog still barking about, hinlon the head.” He meant, of course,
that those screaming should be finished off. Thas #ihen done. Roberschewski, at the
Police station, had already ordered three Gernveims were still alive, to be killed. | saw
there ten persons lying completely naked in onentd®even of these were already dead.
The bodies of all of them were frightfully beatdime three still alive lay further back

and groaned. Roberschewski came in with severalsRoid asked: "Are they still alive?"
Thereby he beckoned to the other Poles, whom bd&mow, whereupon they took an
axe already covered with blood and killed the three

B B L Ls. Bromberg 79/39.
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e Murder cose Hever Tgh V. (RKPAL 18877 30, Pholn shows a pit e which the dead bodkes of

Friedriclh Beyer and his two sons of 11 amd (8, sod thet of gardener’s assistent Thisde weee found

bwrrisdly bairiedk The ligures fndicate: 1| and 2 the dead boady of Kurl Beyver, 3 sond 4 thet ol

Friedrich Neyer, & and 6: thal of Erlch Thivsde, 7 and 8 posllion of the denpsd l,usd,' af Heine Neyer
Al spol marked U, a |l|.'ll.|| of bood was found

the seriously wounded, so that the child, as depbsethe Polish witness, died of his
wounds in the hours of the forenoon of Sept. 4ngdade the dead bodies of his father
and brother. Towards midday of the same day thedead bodies were hurriedly buried
at the spot where the murder was committed, andevhigosequently the criminal-police
investigations were carried out.

4

The medico-legal autopsies show that in these dages mainly pistols were employed.
The bullets found in the corpses of Beyer, fatla Heinz Beyer, son, indicate that
Nagan revolvers were used, i. e., the model witichvh large number of Polish Railway
Police were equipped. The dead body of the 11 gkehchild Kurt Beyer alone showed
two shots in the chest, running from the fronthte back, one of them a wound caused by
a bullet embedded in the body; furthermore a serfoacture of the right forearm bone,
and a stab wound across the left eye, none of whicheven in a combined effect with
others, was absolutely deadly.
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In the early afternoon of Sept. 3, 1939, five Hobsldiers appeared on Radler's property,
and with continued threats against the lives ofvthele family, carried through a search
and subsequently carried off the 19 year old HRemler. On hearing a shot a few
minutes afterwards, Artur Radler ran into the stredaere he found the dead body of his
son quite near the house. However, the fathereokilled boy was driven away from the
body and back into the house by a Polish officdrp kit him with a riding whip and
threatened to have him shot dead. On the mornirigeohext day soldiers fetched Artur
Radler from the house in order to get him to w#teir horses at a pump just outside the
property. Towards 8 a. m.--in other words only arstime afterwards--the same soldiers
demanded something to drink at the exit of the yadgereupon the 16 year old Heinz
Radler gave them milk from a can. Pointing to teadibody of his brother lying quite
near, the soldiers mocked the boy and goaded hmrré@marking that the killed boy had
really done nothing to warrant his death. Immedyatas if they had only been waiting
for such a "reason,” they hit Heinz Radler, whogstuo escape the ill-treatment by
trying to flee into the garden at the rear; howeeserybody who happened to be in the
vicinity followed him--soldiers and civilians. Shty afterwards two shots were heard in



the garden, and a short time later a hand grenadethvown into the room behind the
sitting-room in which Frau Radler was with her sakughter, which caused the door
leading to the sitting-room to blow into the roomgplinters. Suddenly, Artur Radler,
who had had to be of service to the soldiers whikstyoungest son had been chased and
shot, came in. He could however hardly ask what happened, as he was again,
impatiently called out of the house. Mother andgiaer

NI L9 %

Conecerning the murder case Radler— Bromberg-Tgh V. IMKPA] 1488'2. 39,
Frau Hedwig apd her 14 year old dsughier Dorothea Radler

begged him to hurry up, in order not to give thiglieos any reason which might also lose
them husband and father. At the house door, howekierunhappy man was shot at
immediately when he appeared; he collapsed andowsly in great pain, writhing on the

floor, begged continuously to be "quite finished"oBut the soldiers and civilians now

mocked the wounded man all the more and cried: that dog die miserably," thereby
showing their wish that his wounds should cause &ifimiserable death." After some
time a Polish officer rode into the yard, spathe presence of the wife on the writhing
man and cried: "Teraz jest Ci lepiej, Tybandytdehitwski* ("Now you feel better; you

Hitlerite bandit"). The young daughter of the woaddman, already badly weakened by
her illness, was prevented from giving water to faher. Hours thus passed, during



which the soldiers who did not tire of jeering amdiling, had even the vulgarity to take

mother and daughter away from the house and thendemliman, in order that they

should show them at what spot in the garden theyhidden their valuables; these were
then dug out and distributed to the crowd, amomgsth also women and children had
now mingled, although the place was only a few gatistant from where Artur Radler

lay writhing in his blood, groaning and screaming Water. In the afternoon, at about 4
o'clock, the same soldier who had previously wodn@edler shot him in the head with

his rifle at close range. Shortly afterwards-motaed daughter had meanwhile had to
return to the sitting-room-soldiers and civilianarreed the dead bodies of the three
Radlers into the garden in front of the sittingfroavindow, and forced the woman,

together with her child, to bury the dead bodiethefthree persons killed in a pit about 1
1/2 yards deep. The strength of the woman failednnghe had to throw the first handful
of earth on to the bodies, after having made thehmy then offered to cover the bodies
with earth if she paid a sum of 20 Zlotys for this.

The principal statements of the witnesses alreadglanseveral days earlier, which
neither in themselves nor in comparison with onetlar contained any contradiction,
could definitely be checked at the actual placethefoccurrence and were also confirmed
by post mortem. In the first place it could be asgeed that Radler's house, situated at
the only scarcely inhabited eastern boundary oftdkan, directly at a cross road leading
to the south-eastern exits of Bromberg, was sitbatar a point where on September 3
and 4, all the Polish troops converged in theiregdtfrom the town. At the entrance to
Radler's property, separated from the street byadl $ront yard, traces were found in the
wood at a height level with a man's chin, which evercontestably due to the effects of
shots, and which definitely show the direction dfese shots. The depositions,
particularly those which describe happenings wihicturred outside the house, and were
observed from inside the rooms, were repeated byesses at the actual spot, and it was
ascertained that they could in fact be observedha#t for instance been recorded by
photographs that young Dorothea Radler not onlyiccalbserve the process of shots
being fired at her father, but could in fact harfdyl to sight him from the place of
observation indicated on the previous days. Insthime way the statement made by the
witnesses. concerning the serious ill-treatmeri@hz Radler, the events at the place of
the murder in the garden, and the mockery of thenstled Artur Radler by the officer on
horseback, were checked up definitely and with tpasiresults. On the other hand,
concerning the facts indicated by the result ofestigation, it was ascertained that
statements had been omitted where, owing to camditof space, observations could not
be made, which in particular substantiate the ingmme of the depositions made by
youthful Dorothea Radler to a considerable degteeaccordance with criminalistic
experience, especially in cases such as the farggai is known that not seldom
confusion arises between personal experience,ghiegrd of, things only subsequently
seen, or things reconstructed according to theclofjithe persons giving the evidence,



and which are then given as something actually rebsgeby the person making the
depositions.
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. ... On Sunday, Sept. 3, 1939, at about 4.30.pabout six Polish soldiers came into
our house. They made a search for weapons andpitnsng fruitless, they, took my
elder brother Fritz, aged 18, with them. They tbik behind a fence about 200 yards
away from the house. A little later, a neighbouswnalso dead, told my father, Artur
Radler, that they had shot my brother. More Gerniaasalready been shot. The air-raid-
warden explained to us that the soldiers wouldakenyy away all the dead. We therefore
left my brother where he was until Monday eveniigen, at the command of the
soldiers, we had to bury him. My father told usttmy brother had been shot through the
chest.

On Monday, Sept. 4, a lot of Polish soldiers, tinse a whole company of them; came
again. They wanted a drink. My 16-year-old brotivas outside in the yard. There were
several civilians with the soldiers and these tblel soldiers that my other brother had
been shot the day before. The Polish soldiers thkehhim that my elder brother had
fired at them and when he answered that it wadroetthey struck him on the head and
shoulders with their rifle butts and fists. In feary brother ran away and tried to hide in
the raspberry bushes. They found him and shot Henwas shot twice, once through the
head.

A quarter of an hour later, my father entered tbase and told us that the soldiers had
just placed a bomb in the house. Immediately dfter some soldiers came into the yard
again, and my father went out to them. They at dimed at him and a bullet entered his
throat and passed out through his shoulder blaalgnig a gaping hole behind, causing
the lung to protrude. My father was not yet deaaljiled for another five hours. They

would not allow us to give him a drink or to helipnhin any way. He begged them to end
his sufferings with a merciful bullet but they orughed and said: "You can lie there



and rot!" The crowd laughed and jeered. At ladgrad hours, a soldier took pity on my
father and ended his sufferings with a bullet tigtohis temple. The wound caused was
so large that parts of the brain protruded. Weestapdoors throughout that Monday
night. The following day a large number of Polisang were driven up in the
neighbourhood of our home. Fearing that somethirghtrhappen to us, we took refuge
in the home of our neighbour, Johann Held. This@ss is still alive. We wanted to hide
in the cellar, but Held's Polish tenant who livestbe premises would not permit this.
His name is Gorski . . . .
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They dragged my husband on to our own land and sticayonet into his left temple as
he lay on the ground. As he was still alive aft@mn@nutes they clubbed him to death
with their rifle butts. They dragged him back agamto the road, where | found him at
noon on Tuesday. He had a jagged wound about 2sneide in his left temple. The left
side of his skull was so battered in that his bve&s exposed.
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On Sunday, Sept. 3, the Poles came to this hoosdbere was a Polish lieutenant with
5 soldiers and 3 rebels. They knocked at the dodywhen | opened it, they said to me:
"Where is the person who fired a shot here?" | @ned: "There is no man here except
my father who is very old, and the rest are womeve'five womerip. 55] were made to
stand in theyard; Frieda Frohlich the maid, Liwia Cresioli, @doder, a mother and
daughter called Karowski, and myself. There were Relish relatives of the Karowskis
in the yard with us as well. In the presence ofdfiieer we all had to huddle together in
a bunch. A rebel drew a revolver but a Polish swldiopped him saying: "No, a hand-
grenade." | ran into the house, jumped throughwiinelow into the street and tried to
seek shelter at the house of a baker named KuBiethe woman said: "It serves the
cursed 'Niemce' (Germans) right." | ran on downdtineet. They fired at me and | was
struck in the left hip. The bullet has not yet beatracted. | stood still. A rebel came up,
seized me by the arm and took me to the Militaraditpiarters at the Hippel School.
When | had to pass the soldiers on my way throtigty, gave me terrible blows with
their rifle butts hitting me wherever they coularB hours | had to stand against the
wall, my hands above my head, my nose touchingvtiie After three hours, | heard
them dragging my father along and flinging himhe ground. My father is 71 years old
and quite helpless. He could no longer move by éim$hey also brought all my other
relatives and the remaining occupants of the halsg.
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| then went to my parents' house and in the céllare | met my mother and sister. They
told me that my father had been murdered and tlsabddy was lying somewhere on
Peterson's land. | then took a spade and wenbtoftor his body. Soon after | got to the
field, | came across a soft patch of ground whiagdvegway under my feet. After
removing a few spadefuls of earth, | found my fathéody. His right eye had been
gouged out with a bayonet and the right side offée torn open. In addition, his body
was covered all over with green and blue marks fattyer was 58 years old. He had also
been robbed and his empty wallet had been flungndowfront of the door at my
mother's feet. The perpetrators are unknown to me.
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On Sunday, Sept. 3, 1939, at midday, considerdimetsg broke out in Jagerhof. We

went into the room occupied by an employee of deesil Berg, in order to get out of the
house. The Polish soldiers fired direct into thadew. We lay flat on the ground until

my husband suggested | should go out as | couldkspdittle Polish. They demanded
that my husband should come out, saying that hebbad shooting. | told them that we
possessed no weapons at all. My husband had thigutands above his head. They
kicked him, and struck him with their rifle butt$hey led him away and thereupon
searched my house. Shortly afterwards they senthétad, Paul Berg, and took him off
too. Paul Berg was 15 years old. On Wednesday egdriound my husband in the same
spot on the bridge where the clergyman Kutzer lay.
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Source: Sd. K. Ls. Bromberg 16/39.
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Kraus, Court official.
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That | escaped with my life is due solely to thet fhat they did not discover my hiding
place. My wife and daughter and her two childreirevinad taken refuge partly in our
cellar and in the cellar of a Polish neighbour--aémed unhurt.
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Altogether, 25 men from Wonorze were shot. They&\texstily buried by Polish
soldiers, after having been robbed of most of tbleithes. Eight or 9 days later, when
digging up their dead bodies, | ascertained they &l had bullet wounds, in some cases,

the skulls were so injured that they were splif-bglen. Whether these injuries were due
to shots or were the result of other ill-treatmécgnnot say.
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Heinz Schéfer likewise had had his abdomen slinal his bowels were hanging out.
Heinz Schéfer and my son had been treated in the gay, except that his genitals were
missing. These had been cut away, for | could ljleme shreds of flesh and bowels,
where they should have been. Heinrich Wising, eéay from Tannhofen, who was also
present, corroborated this when we discussed déthheg later. In the case of both my son
and Heinz Schafer, we looked for bullet woundsdmutld not find any.



In the case of the others, the clothing had noh beeched. Zittlau had been shot in the
chest and Willi Schéfer's body had no signs ofweaynd. We did not remove the
clothing, but only loosened Zittlau's clothing norfit a little.
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On Sept. 3, 1939, | was on air raid duty in frohtny house and | saw the gang go to the
Bettins . . . Some hours after these occurrencesthar gang came and took Frau
Reinhold away. | recognized only the woman Gorakskeng the party. She kept raining
blows on Frau Reinhold until the latter fell to tigeound. Goralska seized her from

behind, by the hair, and Frau Reinhold screamatbher Goralska also kicked her and

maltreated her so severely that the men belongiribe party got between Goralska and
her victim, whom she would otherwise have murdéhet and there.

The witness further stated:

Before the incident with Frau Reinhold, above désct, Goralska told some women she
knew that a minority German, Rapp, had shot thesRobaker named Vlatowski
(Ulatowski is however still alive) and that the Raphad then been taken away and she
mentioned how she had enjoyed seeing the Rappké&datown and shot, both the elder
and the younger Rapp, and their wives and she Bad Bmused over it all. During her
recital of these happeningSoralska literally foamed at the moutfihe witness added
that Goralska had already betrayed many Germans.
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The murder of Betitzer
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On the road there was a horde of Polish banditengnthem Max Ejankowski. He drew
the attention of the Polish soldiers who were tgkiassa off to a house on the opposite
side of the road, where a butcher named Bruno Z&g)ita minority German, aged 65,
lived, and he shouted out to them: "There's andthierite over there, you could take
him with you at the same time." Max Ejankowski amd father went on to tell the
soldiers that Belitzer and Lassa had fired on Bddiers. Then they both accompanied
two soldiers across to Belitzer's house, fetched dwit and took him off with Lassa. At
their headquarters, they had to stand against gllewith their hands raised above their
heads. Several dead minority Germans were already bn the ground, shot. After
Belitzer and Lassa had been standing about 5 nsragainst the wall, a Polish soldier
ordered Belitzer to repeat a Polish sentence after As Belitzer had no command of
Polish he knew at once that he was going to be enedj so he said to Lassa: "Goodbye
Josef, my etid has come. | die for my country!" Bodédier then shouted to him: "What is
that you are saying, you pig?" Belitzer called omoere to Lassa: "Goodbye! Heil
Hitler!" Thereupon the soldier shot Belitzer, fiistthe arm, then in the head and then
smashed his head in with the butt of his rifle.daasvas released the same day through
the intervention of two former school chums whdret moment happened to be in the
Polish army.
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On Sept. 7, 1939, we observed Polish soldiers nragcalong the high road in the
direction of Hohensalza. One band came to a halhbyroadside and several soldiers
came into our house and asked us if we were pethaptng for Hitler"; they demanded
of us that we should leave immediately. We loadssl most necessary things onto a
waggon as hastily as we could, sharing another araggth the Trittel family, as each of
us had only one horse. My brother-in-law, who al&mt with us, had harnessed both his
two horses to his cart. We travelled over Hohers&ajewo to an estate near there. Here
we made a halt but were betrayed by a family ofrthme of Hallas, of Liskowo, to the
Poles on the estate, of whom some wore armletsseTReles ordered my husband to
come with them, led him to the boundary of the teséend there shot him. I did not see
the actual shooting myself but heard the shot &atdy, saw him lying there. Shortly
after, the men with the armlets fetched my brothdaw and took him to the same place
and killed him with two shots. Soon after the tgkaway of my husband, | went with my
three daughters to the place in question and wasia to see him drop to the ground.
Then the men with the armlets fetched our neighfuiitel and shot him also, although
he begged ceaselessly for mercy. And afterwardselsi daughter was shot, likewise
from the front, and, some time later, the son, wdueived the bullet from behind and fell
upon the body of his sister. All the assassinatwagse carried out by one and the same
man and with a rifle. | presume that he was fromektate in question and that he there
played a role similar to that played by the men nmgathe same armlets on our own
estates here. After the shooting of these five gmeyghe turn of myself and my three
daughters came. We were forced to lie on the etatle, downwards, and then the man
with the rifle took aim at us. | myself did not seien do this, but | was told about it by
my daughter, who repeatedly turned round. The geopthe estate stood around us and
shouted continually that we must be shot. The mah the armlet, however, did not
shoot us, but allowed us, after we had lain thereabout two hours, to go into a barn,
into which he locked us.
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The Murder of Kobke, Schréder and others
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After about a quarter of an hour; | went to theigtofamily, Gorny (a shoe-maker), that
lived near by. | hoped perhaps to find protectiothwhem. Gorny and his wife and some
others who were there spat upon me and insultedunig#,soldiers appeared and led me
away into a wood, where | found about 20 other miipdsermans. | was then fettered,
and they began to drive us to and fro, strikingvith the butts of their rifles and kicking
us. They told us that we were to be shot in Sclelears. On the way to Schleusenau we
were followed by a great crowd of Polish civiliamgmen, men and even children, who
were continually cursing us, demanding our deathsdnking at us with axes and sticks.
Among this crowd were Gniewkowski, the butcher, whoé know personally, and a



certain Paschke, of Schleusenau. | quite definitelgrd their voices among the crowd,
shouting that we should be shot down. Whether ei@m@ewkowski or Paschke were
carrying axes or sticks | do not know. We mino@grmans-there were about 20 men,
amongst whom | was the only woman were then hatedh embankment in Schleusenau
and every one of the German-born men was shotdwgdkdiers and railwaymen in the
presence of the Polish crowd. Gniewkowski and Haschere among this crowd. |
became unconscious and fell to the ground, anttheatommand of an officer, | was set
free. As | was about to leave; the Polish crowdddrme to return to look at the bodies
and to shout "hurrah for Poland" several times.
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Water-hole In the wood near Targowisko, into which 15 bodies of mirdered German-born  men,
wininen and children were (hrown, ogether with ihe corcose of an snimal
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The witness Oskar Hartmann, brick-works managegabirimm, deposed on oath as
follows:

. Nine of these comrades were attacked, in i®ohy by the populace and so
maltreated in the open street that they died. Myreale Willi Mantei had the entire base
of his skull smashed, Herbert Raabe had his eyagegbout and his fingers cut off.
Others also lost fingers, in some cases legs andshaere broken or dislocated. Still
others had their faces completely mutilated by Islotheir tongues, noses and ears cut
off.
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The witness Oskar Hartmann, brick-works managegabirimm, deposed on oath as
follows:
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Prrinining to the murder ease Steg, of Feyerland, near Brombdrg — Tgl ¥ (REPA] 1080715, g
The photograph shaws Willelm Sleg a1 the spol whese he was found miirdered.  The lealher band
terminpling in o halter is visille ol e peck
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Pertaining 1o the mmrder cose of Sieg. of Feverlnnd, near Mromberg — Tgh V (NP AY 148015 150
The photograph shows the (londish method of bediog e mucdersd mon, snd il strap leadlag feom
the lastened wrisls wp o the veek and swding there (o n halter  Nede the wound (eol or stabl an ile
Il shanhjer

% 3 1 Bl "

% % 1 BI % # woa "



- 22 22
" "
4(0 "$? "$20
"$ Y H% H"% % |%B) "
D9 E
I 25 4 I3 )#< + C@
3 1 UE !
; % :
B " >+ )@C@ 9
-2 9 B "
" 9
1y, '
g " 5
% .
" % %
3" mn
- % ' #
% 9 )
% ' B " C)@C@ " )H!
3
- C % |
] C> ] 1
A %
B B %
3 " %
) -
1 ). "

tOS# !
2B E
C
9 E
%
>G ><)@C@ 9
%
%
% "
3"
P>,/
%
c1' '
B 1
" % '
-1 8
" %
19 b D



C> ]
B B
' 3
" 9 % 9 : "
$ ! "
% ' "% S %
% | F %
. o E "
% . . .
3 3 3 '
% - %
(" mo 2
- " " )G
" %
1 UE
| E ! (
- % B ><)@C @ -
: e
n 1 0 n n
% B B :
% ' moo %
+ - B B
%
- 2 % :
9 " E ! '
” % . , "o
0 %
% ")) )@c@ " B E ! $ !
J @CGK

119 % ' ot # $%!! %



& % # % " + %& +% % #" "1%Nl8 & @
8##8 1# #% ) %#% '$#%%B

B " +)@C@ % to

3' B F B F -
% %
1 ;
3' B F L -
L 8 9 '
"% " : % %
ot L >)32 2
5 L L G+ ' "
] 1
5 |
- %
9 : %
| ] -
B F %
"o
- % ' " L B F
" 5 L B F
B F - " '
o 3" ' 0
"o "L B F !
v - 9
% ' ' : B F
% ' B F
: ' -
"L B F
3 A O "
B F L B F
B F "9 B "G 'B F
L L % " !
B F " -
' $ # ,
L B F % " B F
B F " :
!
B F & -
% " ' % o
B



Source: Sd. K. Ls. Bromberg 31/39.

4(

"Sixteen were shot before it was my turn”
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The Polish lieutenant also fired at my mother, withhitting her however. The 13 year
old schoolboy Bieser was struck in the shouldevas still standing in the hall, and the
last bullet was intended for me, but it also mis#sdmark. My mother and I,--the
schoolboy Bieser and the girl Hedwig had meanwtaken flight--carried my brother
Karl, who had not yet succumbed, to the cellar, @hee intended to take shelter. My



brother said several times, that it served no mego do so, for he must soon die, as he
did in fact soon afterwards. In the meantime, cannkhad been set on fire by the Polish
soldiers and, fanned by the wind, the flames were spreading towards the house,
which as a result also caught fire. At the last rantrwe dashed into the open, having to
fight our way through the flames. We left my deadther lying in the cellar, and he, was
burned with the house. There were only bones leitrwwe searched for him, after the
fire had subsided. When we ran into the yard, thlesP soldiers had already withdrawn,
but were still standing on the road near our garéleng in the direction from which the
German troops were advancing. Two hours lateriteeGerman troops reached us.
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The witness, Hermann M atthie s, waggonesafwersenz, testified on oath to the
following:
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... On Saturday, Sept. 9, 1939 or Sunday, S&pt1939 | came across eight unburied
bodies lying among the stacks of straw near thengky in Hohensalza. One body was
completely charred, for a nearby stack had beeu.fiThe second body was partially
charred; on the third the left leg was missinghblegs had been hacked off the fourth,
one eye of the fifth had been gouged out, both efé¢se sixth had been gouged out and
the tongue of the seventh had been cut out ansttimeach slit open. On the eighth body,
which furthermore was already in an advanced stiatkecomposition, | could distinguish
only bullet wounds, which must have been causeshbys fired at point blank range.
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... Numerous bodies were stark naked, leadirthagaonclusion that these corpses also
had been despoiled.
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The Poles then retreated. After about half an hbuisked crawling out of the ditch.
Everything was quiet and there was no sign of big, two dogs which had been shot at
the same time were howling.
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On Monday, September 11, 1939, at about 12.30 p.ment back to the Michalowo
farm and there found the bodies of the murdered Iyieg in a manure ditch with a few
shovelfuls of earth thrown over them. My brothed haceived a shot through the carotid
artery; Alfred Jordan, who was on my right, hadrbelot at close range through the
temple. Some of the victims also bad their headssted in with a rifle.
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We arrived in Schrimm on September 2, 1939, at @booiclock in the morning. The
people of the town met us with loud cries. My fellgrisoner, Hausler, a master
locksmith, received such a blow in the eye frometahobject attached to a leather strap
that the eye was left hanging out. Afterwards Heeddgor a moist rag to alleviate the pain
a little; he was told that such a thing was unneggs he would be shot in any case. We
were accommodated in the school attached to thieoGatchurch. In a yard nearby we
had to jump down from the vehicle, bound as we weill do not know how we
managed to do it. Here the nine of us were joingdwod German farmers, Hermann
Lange and Wilhelm John of Sentschin (Furstenwakhle Punitz), both about 50 years of
age. One of them, in Kroben, had been thrown dowthe ground and his back trampled
on with boot-heels to such an extent that lie covddonger stand upright; the other, in
Schrimm, had had all this teeth except two knooked The space we were in, was so
confined that it was only possible for half our raen at the most, to sit down. Hausler
lay down on a cupboard, to sleep. We were givehingtto eat, only a bucket of water
was passed in to us. Towards 12 o'clock all el@fars were taken to the Police Station
of the town hall on the marketplace. A third of #$mace in a medium-sized room was
penned off by iron bars all the way round. We cqukt stand in this space, and were
obliged to do so. The civilian official on duty ayed us continually. For example, he
said that glycerine and a can for making bombs Ieeh found at my place; also a
jemmy and an axe to murder Poles with. Actuallyeh&as a small crowbar and an axe



as required by the regulations, in my anti air-i@tar. Furthermore, he said we need not
think that a single inch of Polish land would goGermany; in Lissa the dead Germans
were lying about like flies.
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A stamp-collection as evidence of espionage
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Already in the evening of the day previous to thader, some adolescents of the civilian
Air Raid Precaution Service (LOPP) had attemptedhlduct Alfred Barnicke from his
home. He was accused of having given flash-ligimals. After they had been obliged to
recognize that this accusation was devoid of fotiodahe was beaten, in the presence of
his mother, until the blood ran . . .
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Investigation Department for Breaches of IntermaloLaw, attached to the Pless, Sept.
12,1939
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On Saturday, September 2, 1939, at about 4 p. @erman armoured car stopped before
our house because of a chain defect. Three youmgthezefore went out of the cellar
where we all were, and helped to repair the damalge. occurrence was said to have
been observed by a young Polish miller who belongethe insurgents, from the mill
opposite. He is alleged to have informed Polisidised who were concealed in the
Station Park. After the armoured car had been d¢natiean hour or an hour, we left the
cellar, as my wife wanted to warm some milk for tndd. We had been up hardly a few
minutes, when two armoured cars and a motor-cyalaecpast. My wife ran to the
window and called out: "Look, the German soldiews @ready here." She wept for joy,
seeing German soldiers for the first time. She wawethem and several times cried:
"Heil!" | had a feeling that all was not yet ovand for that reason held back my wife,
who really wanted to go out into the street. At ihatant, just as she was giving the child
something to drink, 50 Polish soldiers came fromt oluthe Station Park under the
command of a Polish officer. They rushed up tolmause. My wife tore the child out of
the cradle and we hid ourselves in the kitchenrxkhi dresser, as we had no time to run
into the cellar.
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Pertaining to the murder case Schmiede — Tgh V (REPA) 1486710, 39,

The photograph shows the ground floor and the exposed cellars in Schmiede’s house, which was
totally destroyed by fire eansed by incendinrics. 18 persons were obliged 1o endure the heal in the
cellars for 8 hours, beenuse shots were being fired through the windows. Il was only afterwards
that the minority Germans were able to crawl into another cellar, the roof of which was covered with
concrefe.  Schmiede himsell and two other persons who came oul of the cellars were shol dead on
leaving the burning building.
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Narrative of Gotthold Starke, Chief Editor of tH2eutsche Rundschau" in Bromberg.



1 E : 3 B% E C

B B "'B )G)@C@
! :(F'3 B% '23 % " E F E
E
1 B +C ! E D

%

Re matter: On Sept. 1, 1939, at 7.30 p. m., | wessted in my home by a Polish police
officer. He told me | was under arrest as sooneasrtiered, and then carried out a search
which yielded no result. He then handed me a redantof arrest on which | had to sign
that a search of my home had been carried outnatresult. | was then taken in a car to
the former Reich War Orphans' Home in Bromberg,r@thénet many minority Germans
and also German nationals who likewise had beersi@a some time on Sept. 1st. As |
learned later, a general order for the whole cquhtad been sent out to this effect
through the Polish Broadcasting Organization. Tikes lof persons to be detained must
have already been prepared at the end of Aprih@rbeginning of May. Persons who, at
a later date, had come to live in Bromberg and wght have appeared just as
politically suspect as we others, or been suspeetthd even more reason, were in fact
not arrested. On the other hand, people were samwghtho had moved away within the
last few months.

Legally speaking, there were three categories oésted persons, who, however, all
experienced the same treatment: firstly, thoseiredaon a red ticket, to which group |
belonged, secondly, the internees with a pink ticapplying principally to the German
nationals, but also including a few minority Germas distinct from those of German
nationality, whereas some German nationals also feald tickets; and thirdly, the
evacuees with yellow tickets. On these yellow tiskevas an order that the persons
concerned--probably almost entirely minority Gersyanot German nationals--were to
go for four weeks, at their own expense, to a placast Poland, where they were to
live under police supervision. The yellow-tickettagory was by far the smallest; the
holders enjoyed a certain amount of preferenceoagpared with the detained persons,
which, in one instance known to me, was no doulet uthe estate-owner in question
being given a good report by Poles he had billefeslon Sept. 1st, it was no longer
possible for the evacuees to travel by train tot Padand, they were put on the same
footing as the detained persons, the internees r@seiving no different treatment.
Amongst these internees were the chief of the GerPassport Office in Bromberg,
Consul Wenger, and his secretary, Frl. Muller, bofticials of the German Consulate-
General in Thorn: | last saw Consul Wenger in Lddzjs not yet back in Bromberg (1).
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Personal experience reported by Robert Weise M.SDperintendent of the Posen
Deaconess Hospital
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. . . As no waggon was at our disposal a certaimfeike of the neighbourhood of
Wollstein, who has an artificial limb from the GteWar, his wife, a 16-year-old
daughter and his 18-month-old son, as well as anattan with an artificial limb whose
name | cannot give, and a Frau Blank of Ketsch rmen were left behind. These
Germans were supposed to be brought along in aomagon the occasion of a midday
rest the same day at Babiak, | learned from ormuofscort, who was a farmhand on the
Turkowo estate in the district of Neutomischelttiese Germans had been shot.
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. . . | myself witnessed the death of Freiherr @arsdorff. Herr von Gersdorff had

lingered behind. He gabbled in delirium out of shexhaustion. When soldiers struck at
him to induce him to walk faster, he grabbed atldisr's bayonet to avoid the thrust. He
was pushed into the ditch, and then the report siict was heard. Herr von Gersdorff
collapsed and died. This occurrence took placeenthi¢é old man wished to drink some
water at an old well during a very short halt.
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Although in this locomotive incident also a polic@mand another were killed, there is
no doubt in my mind that the locomotive was runi@sgfaour two cars intentionally in
order to cause mischief among us Germans. Thie#lg proved by the threats uttered
by the Polish railwaymen as mentioned previously.
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On the following day. Sept. 2, 1939, the town wambarded. The same evening | and
the other internees, who had since been brougtih@re were about 52 of us), were let
out of the cells and set in march to Elsenau updéce escort. The war invalid Kiok, a
man of 65 with a wooden leg, was allowed to ridé¢hia car. At Elsenau we were loaded
on to a local train after each of us had paid fdotys During the night, we remained at
the railway station locked into the local train hatit being allowed to open the windows.
We repeatedly heard the railwaymen of the trainnggthat it would be best to shoot us
down. The next morning the train was set in motiorGnesen. There it stood in the
station throughout the Sunday, and we were notvalibto leave it. Stones and bottles
were frequently thrown into the compartments inchhiailwaymen also participated. On
Sunday evening, the train continued in the directé Thorn. At the latter station our
train was again bombarded with stones, soldiersraihdaymen again taking part. They
were principally after me. | was called the fatamiger of Wongrowitz. | should add that
at Gnesen we were transferred to cattle truck@ebons to a truck. The ventilators were
nailed up and the doors locked. At one time we vodleged to hold out for six to seven
hours without the admittance of fresh air and withevater. Between Thorn and
WIloclawek our train, which in the meantime had @ased to 20 waggons, stopped on the
line because the stretch bad, obviously been pubboperation by air attacks. After
about a day and a half, the journey continued endinection of Wloclawek. There we
left the train and our group of 52 men was led ulio the town three times, and
repeatedly beaten. Aubert, for example, had thdgbriof his nose smashed with an
bicycle-pump. Pastor Rakette was hit in the facthvei hard object so that he was
covered with blood. Kiok the war invalid, who hadast become insane, was knocked
down.
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At Schrimm, we were beaten and had stones throws By the Polish mob and military.
We were called "rebels" because we were allegbave shot at the soldiers at Lissa.
The escort hardly protected us. From Schrimm thelmeontinued visa Santomischel to
Schroda. At Santomischel, through which we passea Sunday, we were again
maltreated and spat upon by the Polish populacerdlitdry, so that we refused to enter
Schroda with the inadequate escort, because wedfié@ing beaten to death. With the
assistance of the extra police that were calledidén fact get through Schroda more or
less unmolested, especially as the auxiliary poleme Wendzonka, of Lissa, forced a
path through for us with his bayonet. But during thight which we passed at Schroda,
every few minutes some of us were called out astiddy maltreated outside by the



guard. This maltreatment stopped at midnight oftsraome Germans from Lissa-Land
joined us. | should like to add that at Schrodaneee given water to drink out of petrol
buckets. We got nothing to eat and were obligduatee bread etc. sent for at our own
expense.
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At 2.30 a.m. Wiedemeyer and |, with our personahidication papers, and having the
permission of the authorities, were returning to jparty which was in the wood 2 miles
away, in order to bring them into the town. Justolbe we reached them we were
overtaken by a noisy band of armed youths, and veden back by force and threats of
death of all sorts, since they said: "You must gokh your identification papers are no
longer valid, you will be shot." They wanted toryaout this threat of death several times
on the way. We had to keep apart and were ordesetbrspeak; Wiedemeyer whispered
to me: "If you get away with your life, give my lexo my wife and children." When we

reached the town, the public attitude to us becay threatening and we were

frequently insulted and abused, particularly mys@if 4.30 a.m. we arrived at the

commissariat, where the commissar, a Polish lamegrietor, made several grievous
remarks on the shooting of Derwanz, which act heally condemned. We sat for about
two hours in the waiting room and were again agkeaur identification papers, which

were shortly after returned to us, whereupon weevt@ken away to be shot by 3 shabbily



uniformed Polish soldiers, amongst whom was a lamalid, who was armed, and who
showed his brutality to me particularly. Wiedemesamained behind. When | was in the
corridor | was called back to the conference rommere there were a number of youths,
amongst them also an elderly chairman of the deatahooting commission. He accused
me of being a gang leader in possession of a sfawe wireless set. When | refuted all
this, he said that religious work with short-wavieeless sets was a very bad stain on my
character. | realised that my fate was sealed.
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The witness, Kurt S e e h a g el, barber in Regaat the time of writing resident at
Bukowice, deposed the following on oath (Seehagelesl in the Polish infantry from

16.4.31 to 16.3.33):
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With him in Jesske's farmyard there was also aamyiPolish unit, and he will be able to
tell much of interest about their conduct.
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On Sept. 1, 1939, at about 9.30 a. m., | was &deshd taken to the police-station by
about 20 armed men belonging to the "Narodowce'tiNal Party) and the "strzelce"
(semi-military riflemen). | was told | was to be@nned and was at first locked in a prison
cell. Later on, 13 other men were put into my dellthe end, the prison was so full that
we had to be led into the prison yard. From Rakwiz were about 40 men and 2
women; among us there was an invalid With both lagssing and a second with only
one leg, as well as a 15-year-old girl and an 18thmad child. About 40 others from the
German village of Tarnowo joined us so that altbgebur group consisted of about 80
persons. At about 3 p. m. we were transported amasack-waggons in the direction of
Posen. Some of the men were barefooted and jasketist as they had been found in the
field. An escort of 5 men was detailed to accompasyThe first halt was made in the
market place at Gratz, where we were abused atr@ated. During one of the next halts,
at Stenschewo, we were severely beaten with cudgéhen we stopped again on the
outskirts of the village, the ill-treatment we wengbjected to was particularly bad. Herr
Neumann of Rakwitz who sat on the waggon next taeneived such a violent blow on
the head with a waggon stanchion that he died lutes later. We were nearly all
bleeding freely.



At Fabianowo, just outside Posen, our leader callbdlt at a field outpost, at about 11 p.
m., the man in charge being told that we were eelfdter receiving further ill-treatment
during the halt, the Polish soldiers fired blindlyour six waggons, as we were starting
off, and Druse of Tarnowo sustained a bullet woumdhe abdomen; he screamed in
agony for about half an hour and then died. Ottorn&ie was also wounded in the
abdomen which caused his death the following ddo Werner's son received 2 bullets
in the leg; Eppler, a teacher, one in the thigh geditals; Fischer, a farmer, one that
went right through the hip. Hoffmann, of Rakwitatg bayonet thrust in the thigh. At
Posen we were conveyed to the barracks of the thidséenadier Regiment. Later, we
continued with the dead bodies and the injuredhenwaggons through the main streets
of Posen until at last we stopped in the suburlofvno where we were led into a hall.
Here the wounded were bandaged by a nurse ancctimimeyed to a Posen hospital. The
bodies of the two dead men were left behind at @Gtban the waggon in the street. After
the Posen internees had joined us, among whom sereral leading personages of
Posen, we were all marched off in a group of 15@® men in the direction of
Schwersenz. Every time we came to, or marched gfw,oa village of any size, we again
suffered maltreatment at the hands of the inhatsitavhereby some of us were wounded
on each occasion and had to drag ourselves alotig difficulty. | believe it was at
Babiak that we had to hand over all our money, waitches and other valuables to the
Polish troops, and we were then escorted to a fartworks near Klodawa. When we
were starting off from there, two women and threenmvere unable to continue, and
remained lying; among them were Herr von Treskogeda65 and a Fraulein Bochnik.
Two young men remained behind with them to proteetn. We had not gone very far
when we heard firing behind us. After our release were informed that all seven of
them had been shot.
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On the evening of this day we arrived at Paiserelee were accommodated in a hall
and in groups of six were tied together by the tsngith thin cords. These were drawn
together as tight as possible, with the result thathands became blue and swollen from
the stoppage of the flow of blood. People criedinwgony. Thus we were left bound all
night. The next day, still bound, we were forcedrtarch to Tulischkow, which the elder
ones in the column said was about 45 miles distafhile marching | had succeeded in
loosening my bonds a little. The others howeverevgill bound so tightly that they were
crying out in pain the whole way. In the villagé® tpopulation reviled us and pelted us
with sticks and stones, so that once more manyuof number were injured. Many
marched on with their faces covered with blood.
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. . . . Shortly after midday, civilians and soldien uniform came and asserted that my
husband had fired a machine-gun. The dwelling ve@sched, firstly by a soldier and
then by a civilian. The soldier found nothing. Thiilian placed his hand on the
wardrobe and ordered the soldier to examine itragéhe soldier took out a small
cartridge from it, on which grounds my husband, sop and my son-in-law were taken
away in a motor car. On Wednesday | found the tbfehem again in the woods. Frau
Gutknecht was the first to find them. My husband wampletely mutilated, his entire
face was smashed in, leaving only a large hole Hg mot shot but beaten to death. My
son had a gaping wound as though they had ripped big entire face. My son was not
shot either.
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We were thus driven from place to place via SchrjrBehroda, Peisern, Slupco, Konin,
Kolo, Kutno to Lowitsch. Here it was first explathevhy we were being driven on so
quickly and why the hatred was always becomingtgre&Ve had been driven into the
middle of the retreating Polish Army for the purpad revenge. When we came to the
outskirts of Lowitsch a German air attack took plaand we were driven off the road on
to the field and our guard informed us that nowrgwae of us was to be shot. We did
not really believe this threat as we had heard @fsen before, but shortly after a second
group of minority Germans from North Posen and Penetfen had joined us, who had
also been so threatened, we realized the dangereweein. We overheard a conversation
between our guards that we were to be taken teeamear by and shot, so that the bodies
could float down to Germany. Under such a threatwsee driven across open country
for about 4 miles and some of our comrades werewhite trying to escape. At last, Dr.
Staemmler of Bromberg endeavoured to negotiate tiwvelcommander of the transport
but was knocked back with a rifle, and, as he \ais§, he gripped hold of the rifle in
defence, and was also shot.
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When we were all standing in the prison yard weabei® sing, at first softly, and then

louder and louder. As the words of "Deutschland)t®ehland tber alles” and the "Horst-
Wessel-Lied" resounded in this place of horror, reowlace of happiness, we were not
ashamed of the tears which ran down our dirty, amsh cheeks.
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The camp guards received us with rubber trunchegook,away from us all the things we
needed for our daily use. | was not even alloweletep my New Testament. Our cells
were entirely devoid of everything, the concretoflproviding the only place for sleep.
The food was almost unbearable. Besides this scapvere given two spoonfulls of
water once or twice a day and uneatable, breadn Fne moment of our arrest we had no



opportunity of washing. We were subjected to splgciehosen, painful and cruel
exercises and those who broke down were maltreated. .
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As Frau W. has already described, the city militas billeted on our estate on the
August 25, 1939. On Sept. 1, 1939, all the German were arrested without grounds by
the City militia--the minimum age being fixed at-1#hd taken to Morawana-Goslyn.
There we were quartered in an inn until Septemb&®29. There about 600 minority
Germans of all ages and of both sexes from thedisf Obornik joined us. At about
midday on September 2, 1939, the march continu&htsen, about 38 miles away. The
children and a few elderly people, in all aboutp2dsons, were left behind. In the night
from Monday to Tuesday the march continued withrteely arrived minority Germans
from Gnesen to Slupca, where we arrived towardsimgr Our escort consisted of
policemen and also auxiliary policemen in unifotneutenant R. did not accompany the
transport. On the same day the march proceedddemlirection of Kutno, leaving Kolo
on our right. It was probably on Thursday morningew we passed through Kutno. On
the morning of September 9, at about 10.30, wehezhthe park of Sochaczew, about 31
miles west of Warsaw. During the march we had endghe nights in the fields. We
were given no kind of food and we fed on swedestloer field produce. During the
whole way we were maltreated by the escort, whartsisted of regular police, as well as
by the civilian population. | have a scar over tight eye, received from a blow with a
rifle butt. Occasionally, upon our meeting cavathgy drew their sabres and beat us
with them. A certain Herr Baurichter of Langoslymthe district of Obornik, received a
bad wound on the head, and as he put up his hgmtiect himself, his small finger was
nearly cut off, and today he is still under medicaatment. A Frau Baum of our district
was hit with a rifle butt, the blow paralysing Hacial muscles, so that she had a twisted



face. It was by no means a swelling from a blowisTas confirmed to me by a German
doctor whose name and address | do not know. Heav@srman military doctor whom
we met on the return march.
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During the night of the 9th to 10th September madsbur column fled, myself among
them. The next day we encountered German troopsr Ab great detour we returned
home.

Yesterday in Church | heard that about 100 comradesur column and locality were
still missing.
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Aged 14 years.
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v The German Catholic Priest of the Church of the Sacred Heart, Bramberg, in silent prayer before the badies
of murdered Bromberg Germans

k s ‘-\.
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Foreign Press representatives convinee themselves, an the spot, of the Polish atrocities eommitted against
minority Germans (lefi, in the background, Mr, Dechsner of the United Press).




p

Here lie 18 bodics found on the bank of the Bromberg Canal, among them the bodies of 2 children. With
the exception of one, all the dead had their hands tied together behind their backs.



Ay the end of the Thorner Strafle in Bromberg, 10 minority Germans were found beaten to death
and mtilated.



Murdered minority Germans before their burial in the Frotestant gravevard in Bromberg







% 78 % 1

Murdered by four shots in breast and neck — the son-in-law of the widew CGiese, Bromberg



k

Gertrnd Robide, the 18-vear-old daughter af the peasant Robide, of Langenan, had twa fingers of
her right hand chopped off so that her rings might be stolen. :



German farmer’s wife from Langenan, near Bromberg. Her right foot was et off and then her leg was,
ur[urnlr‘ ‘lllrhr.r\-ruu]:iun, from the 'I.h;gh.
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Murdered minority Germans from the

33



Mass ve near Sompolne of 45 mordered Germans, inchuding 41 German farmers of the village of
Sorlcrﬁ::in near Wreschen
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33 German facmers mardered in the villge of Lochowo found their st resting place here.

3D

ARSON PILLAGE AND DEVASTATION

‘The Protestamt church o the Schwodenhihe in Beowmberg, burnt to the grousd.
O e sicrmoon of Septcmber & 198 the chure, o el eick constpucton, and the rectogy were et

e conple font smashed: Tn the befey el Il Tay
o the dcheie. The dial was il o the towee, the hande’ o ‘whole _picture as
e of- 2 e, foood
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